THE PSYCHOLOGY AND TEACHING OF READING 101
Hence the best kind of exercise is that which directs or tests
powers of comprehension. Here we should be ready, with
our most forward groups of readers, to give them opportunity
for silent reading, motivated or checked by questions or
activities.
The exercises reproduced in the following pages are
merely samples of given types. There is no limit to the
examples an enthusiastic and ingenious teacher can construct
on these lines. Obviously the number and kind of such
exercises should be suited to the reading level of the pupils
and to the progress they are making. Some children do not
need to do such exercises, but nevertheless they enjoy the
fun of doing them quickly, especially those questions of
a game or puzzle kind.
How TO USE THE EXERCISES
In the early stages of reading, the instructions for doing
the exercises should be read orally with the pupils. In fact
some of the exercises can be taken orally from the black-
board ; the teacher will readily recognise these and will
construct similar ones for the requirements of particular
groups of pupils. In the main, however, the exercises are
intended to be a means of linking up reading with drawing
and writing. For this purpose the class teacher can trace
off the line drawings given in the book and can then
reproduce copies of the drawings and the exercise by means
of some form of duplicating machine. It is as well to
remember when doing this to run off extra sheets for another
year's pupils. Additional exercises can be constructed and
prepared by the teacher, as the single line drawings required
do not demand a very high level of artistic ability. The
exercises can be used a single sheet at a time, or can be
made into a small booklet.1
1 Teachers who wish to see the workbook technique in its full
could not do better than purchase one or more of an American series
of reading books, which are always lavishly accompanied by workbooks